
 

 
Our wedding is scheduled for : 

 
DAY/DATE : __________________________________ 
 
TIME :  _______________ 
 

Our rehearsal is schedule for : 
 
DAY/DATE : __________________________________ 
 
TIME :  _______________  
 
 

 
 
 

Important Contacts – Quick Reference 
 
Parish Office –  Lisa Borgia, Secretary   302-652-3626 

Rev. Roger DiBuo, STL, Pastor           
rdibuo@steparish.org 

    
Music – Jean Scalessa      302-494-7402 
Deacon Ken & Barbara Pulliam (Stage III)  302-584-5434  
Diocese of Wilmington –Family Life Office/PreCana 302-295-0657 
NCC Clerk of the Peace – Marriage License  302-395-7780 
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Congratulations on your engagement! 

 
 

We at St. Elizabeth 
are happy to celebrate this time 

in the lives of its families. 
We are here to help you prepare 

for your wedding day 
and for the years to follow. 

It is our hope that the celebration 
of the Sacrament of Marriage 
will draw you closer to God 

and each other. 
The following pages will provide you 

with information and guidelines 
that will aid both of you 

in the preparation for married life 
and in the celebration of the liturgy. 
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Our parish wants to help you celebrate your wedding day well. In following the 
guidelines for marriage preparation in the Diocese of Wilmington, couples should 
celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage in the parish in which one or both is 
registered. St. Elizabeth Parish embraces the opportunity to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Marriage with its sons and daughters. It is our hope that our 
parishioners will celebrate this sacrament here at home, however we understand 
the decisions that need to be made to satisfy the needs and desires of both 
families. Traditionally, weddings take place in the church of the bride; however, 
there are many reasons why you may want to celebrate your wedding in the church 
of the groom. To choose the groom’s church is perfectly fine. Permission will be 
needed from your pastor if the Church in which your wedding takes place is not 
your own, that is, a church where you are registered.  
 
The parish is an important source of support for your marriage in the years ahead. 
For this reason, we encourage others to marry in their own parish churches or the 
parish in which they intend to participate in their new life together. 

 

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
AGE 
If you are under the age of 18, you must have the prior permission of the diocesan 
bishop.  In addition, parental consent will be needed before you enter into the 
Sacrament of Marriage. Parents will be asked to sign an affidavit concerning your 
readiness.  
 
MIXED RELIGION or INTERFAITH MARRIAGES  
Marriages between a Catholic and someone who practices another faith or 
denomination of Christianity, are welcome in the Catholic Church. This situation 
does highlight some important issues that should be discussed before the 
wedding. Ministers from other denominations or traditions are welcome to 
participate in a ceremony within the Catholic Church; however, the priest or deacon 
must preside over the ceremony. Because of the sacramental nature of the Mass, 
ministers from other denominations cannot participate formally in a wedding Mass. 
Permission may be granted for a priest or deacon to witness a marriage between 
a Catholic and another Christian in a Christian Church granted that they participate 
in the preparation required by the Catholic Diocese and desire to enter into the 
Sacrament of Marriage. Marriages between Roman Catholics and Catholics from 
other Rites, or those who are Jewish require a conversation with the priest or 
deacon in regard to requirements and some exceptions to the above.  
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PREGNANCY 
Couples seeking to enter into the Sacrament of Marriage when pregnancy is 
involved are encouraged to be honest with the priest or deacon about this reality. 
It is important that neither party feels pressured into marriage and that both are 
entering into the sacrament for the right reasons and at the appropriate time. Being 
honest about your circumstances enables the best opportunity for dialogue 
between the couple and the priest or deacon. It also enables the priest or deacon 
to make appropriate pastoral decisions. 
 
REMARRIAGE 
Individuals who have been married previously must have a declaration of nullity 
for that marriage. In most cases, an annulment is necessary, however, this is not 
always the case. The priest or deacon will be able to assist you in this process if it 
is not already complete. The assumption should not be made that non-Catholics 
married in non-Catholic churches do not need annulments. The contrary is more 
often true. 
 
INTERDIOCESAN MARRIAGES 
If a couple who plans to marry at St. Elizabeth does not live in the Diocese of 
Wilmington during the time of marriage preparation, they can make arrangements 
with a priest or deacon at the parish they are attending to fulfill the preparation 
requirements of that diocese. In the same respect, the priests or deacons at St. 
Elizabeth can assist a couple living in the area, but who will celebrate the 
sacrament in a church outside the diocese. 
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VISITING PRIEST OR DEACON 
You may have a relative or friend of the family who is a priest or deacon 
preside at your wedding. It will be your responsibility to contact him 
about availability and be prepared to give us his name, address and 
telephone number so that we can communicate with him as needed. 
 
A visiting priest or deacon who will preside at your wedding must: 
 
A. Be responsible for the paperwork and the priest’s or deacon’s 

role in the marriage preparation. If he cannot assume this 
responsibility because of distance, etc., then one of the parish 
priests or deacons would be happy to assist you. 

B. Be responsible for the rehearsal. A parish priest or deacon will 
greet him at the church and answer any questions. 

C. Provide St. Elizabeth with a letter of suitability from his 
chancery. 
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STEP 1 SOON AFTER YOUR ENGAGEMENT 
  CONTACT THE PARISH  
                   AND MEET WITH A PRIEST OR DEACON 

 
DATE : __________________     TIME : ______________ 
 
One of the parish priests or deacons will welcome you and explain the 
marriage preparation policy for the Catholic Diocese of Wilmington. In 
this first meeting, you will be asked some basic information regarding 
your family, parish membership, and sacramental life. He will then ask 
each of you a series of questions in regard to the Church’s teaching 
about the sacrament of marriage and your readiness to enter it or what 
the church calls “freedom to marry.” 
 
1. What do you need to bring to this meeting? 
 
 A record of your baptism issued within the past 6 months from 
the church where you were baptized. A recently issued copy is 
necessary for all Catholic parties because all of your sacraments will 
be noted. A copy can be obtained easily by calling the church in which 
you were baptized. For assistance finding contact information of a 
church in the United States, our parish office can help. Making this 
initial connection is then helpful when we notify the church of your 
baptism that your marriage took place. 
 
If you were previously married, a copy of your marriage license, civil 
divorce decree, and a declaration of nullity or annulment from the 
Church. 
 
After completing the questionnaire with the priest or deacon, he will 
assess your freedom to marry within the Catholic Church at which point 
a date and time can be set. It is at this time that a rehearsal date and 
time are chosen.  
 
We suggest that the church fee be taken care of at this time as well. 
Such responsibility on your part will avoid any uncomfortable 
reminders later, especially on the weekend of your wedding. 
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2. Should the wedding celebration be in the context of a 
Eucharist celebration (Mass) or a Liturgy of the Word 
(ceremony)? 
As Catholics, the Eucharist is central to our worship. When two 
Catholics celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage, it is most appropriate 
to do so in the context of a Eucharistic Liturgy. When the bride and 
groom and/or their families practice different faith traditions, a 
Eucharistic Liturgy would tend to separate and therefore a ceremony 
or celebration of the Liturgy of the Word may be more appropriate. 
 
3. When and at what time can we celebrate your marriage? 
Weddings at St. Elizabeth can be celebrated on Friday evenings at a 
time that can be scheduled with the priest or deacon, or on Saturdays 
at 11:00am, 2:00pm or 6:30pm. Available times will depend on the 
church and the priest’s or deacon’s availability. It is the policy of the 
parish not to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage during the liturgical 
seasons of Advent and Lent. 
 
A rehearsal will need to be scheduled for some time before the 
wedding. Because members of the bridal party may be from out of 
state, rehearsals on the evening before the wedding are most desirable 
but not necessary. For instance, some choose to have a rehearsal on 
a Thursday night for a Saturday wedding to reduce the stress. 
Possibilities can be discussed with the priest or deacon. 
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STEP 2  
BEGINNING AT LEAST A YEAR BEFORE YOUR WEDDING 
(STAGE I) PARTICIPATE IN A  
DIOCESAN SPONSORED MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM 

 
DATE:  
 
 
The Catholic Diocese of Wilmington sponsors our Pre-Cana 
Sessions. Your packet includes a pamphlet with the detail and times 
offered. You need to register through the Family Life Office for the 
Diocese of Wilmington. 
 
The program directed by Catholic publishing company out of West 
Chester, Ascension Press, addresses key topics (faith, 
communication, finances, family, etc.) The sessions are held at several 
parish locations on Saturdays. You will only have to attend on session. 
See brochure for details and registration. 
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STEP 3  
UPON COMPLETION OF ONE OF THE ABOVE PROGRAMS 
(STAGE II) MEET WITH THE PRIEST OR DEACON 

 
DATE: ______________________ TIME:  ___________ 
 
 
When you have completed one of the diocesan sponsored programs, 
contact the priest or deacon to set up meetings. He will spend some 
time discussing your experience with the diocesan program focusing 
on the issues that were highlighted for you as strengths or areas of 
growth. This is also an opportunity to ask any questions you may have 
regarding the Church’s teaching on a particular issue, 
Interfaith/Interdenominational Marriage, family issues, becoming 
Catholic, living together before marriage, etc.  
 
You will be given a resource booklet entitled “Together for Life” that will 
guide the two of you in selecting readings and prayers for your wedding 
Mass or ceremony. The priest or deacon will walk you through this 
booklet. Note that there are two versions of this booklet: “within Mass” 
(blue letters on cover) and “outside of Mass” (brown letters on the 
cover). 
 
It is also at this time when the priest or deacon will give you direction 
in regard to the movement and environment possibilities using the 
layout of the church. See the appendices for information on flowers, 
photography, limousines, etc. 
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STEP 4 
AT LEAST 6 MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING 
MEET WITH A PARISH MUSICIAN IN REGARD TO MUSIC 

 
DATE: __________________________  TIME: __________ 
 

The Sacrament of Marriage is greatly enhanced by the use of liturgical music. 
Whether a bride and groom choose a Nuptial Mass or a Nuptial Ceremony, 
appropriate liturgical music, properly placed, serves to focus the attention of the 
assembly and lead them to the source of love itself – God.  
 
Planning 
Among its resources to aid you in your wedding process, St. Elizabeth has 
musicians to help you plan and choose your music. To facilitate, plan and choose 
the music for your wedding, the couple should contact Jean Scalessa, Parish 
Organist, at 302-494-7402 to ensure the wedding date will also be reserved on the 
organist’s and cantor’s calendars as soon as you have confirmed your wedding 
date and time with the church.  
 
All music to be used at your wedding must be approved by Jean Scalessa. The 
music you choose for your wedding should be appropriate for a liturgical 
celebration. There are liturgical, musical and pastoral considerations that 
determine this. The guests at your wedding are not an audience, but active 
participants; and the music should be an expression of the assembly’s prayer and 
praise to God for this wonderful occasion. For this reason, love songs or songs 
from the “pop” genre of music that do not mention God’s love are not appropriate 
for church, and better suited at the wedding reception.  
 
Organist/Accompanist and Cantor/Soloist 
St. Elizabeth Church is blessed with a team of competent musicians and cantors 
to provide the music for your wedding.  Congregational singing such as the 
responsorial psalm, gospel acclamation and sung parts of the Eucharistic Prayer 
are highly encouraged. A good accompanist and cantor can help facilitate 
congregational singing.  
 
Music for your wedding can be provided using the pipe organ in the rear balcony 
of the Church and/or the grand piano in the front of the Church. Our musicians and 
cantors are very competent and have extensive experience with the pipe organ, 
piano and the dynamics of playing and singing within the excellent acoustical 
environment of our Church. 
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Visiting musicians and cantors, such as friends or relatives, may participate in your 
wedding by offering a single selection at the appropriate time.  Due to the need to 
care for our instruments and to guarantee a rich and familiar liturgical experience 
only our organists and cantors will be used and are necessary for all celebrations. 
 
Additional Musicians 
Other instruments such as trumpet, violin or flute can be used to further enhance 
the music you choose for your wedding day.  St. Elizabeth Parish can provide 
these additional musicians if you so desire.   Please make such requests through 
Jean Scalessa. 
 
 
Outline for Music for Weddings 

Entrance Procession An appropriate instrumental piece 

Gathering Song A hymn familiar to the assembly may be chosen and sung 
immediately after the procession. 

Responsorial Psalm A simple refrain sung by the assembly with the cantor  
singing the verses. The text should be from the Psalms. 

Gospel Acclamation The singing of a joyful “Alleluia” prepares us to hear the  
Gospel. 

Rite of Marriage Music is not necessary at this time. 

Presentation of Gifts An instrumental or short solo functions well at this time. 

Eucharistic Prayer There are 3 acclamations during the Eucharistic Prayer:  
“Holy, Holy, Holy”, “Memorial Acclamation”, and the “Great 
Amen.” The assembly sings these. 

Sign of Peace A short instrumental may be used; however, it should not 
prolong this portion of the liturgy. 

Breaking of Bread The assembly should sing the “Lamb of God.” 

Communion A congregational hymn, a solo, or both may be sung at this 
time. 

Meditation/Song of Praise A song sung by the whole congregation may be used. 

Recessional An appropriate instrumental piece. 

 
 
 
Fees for Music 
After meeting with you, Jean Scalessa will determine the fees for musicians and 
cantors based on your requests. Covered in this fee are one wedding conference 
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and a rehearsal with a soloist (if needed). Fees are to be paid to the 
instrumentalists either prior to the wedding or on the day of the event itself.   
 
A Note on Prelude Music 
The Organist will provide approximately 20 minutes of appropriate liturgical music 
before your ceremony begins. You may also wish to have the cantor sing one or 
two selections. Again, please keep in mind the type of music you select for your 
cantor to sing, since this gathering time sets the tone for the liturgical celebration 
to follow. Secular songs or “favorite” songs should be used at the reception rather 
than at the church and are not allowed as prelude selections.  
 
***** 
 
The above music guidelines were not created to confine or limit your creativity, but 
to provide a rationale and some general guidelines governing the use of music at 
Catholic marriages. They seek to apply the mind of the Church to the celebration 
of marriage and to ensure that the norms of quality and appropriateness called for 
in Church documents are maintained. We hope the above guidelines enhance both 
the ministry of music and the dignity of Catholic weddings in our parish.  
 
We trust that these guidelines will assist you in planning your wedding day. If any 
other questions or ideas come to mind, please contact the priest/deacon who will 
preside at your wedding, and he will be happy to help you. It is our desire that your 
wedding be a day you will cherish and remember always as you grow in your love 
for each other and for God.  
 

 
 
See planning worksheet beginning on page 16. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STEP 5  
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BEGINNING AT LEAST 6 MONTHS BEFORE YOUR WEDDING 
(STAGE III) MEET WITH A COUPLE WITHIN THE PARISH FOR 
DISCUSSION ON MARRIAGE, FAMILY LIFE, AND THE ROLE OF 
FAITH IN A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE. 

 
DATE: __________________________  TIME: __________ 
 
 
Your packet includes a registration form for these Stage III meetings. 
At your first meeting with the priest or deacon, you will complete this 
form with an idea of times that would be possibilities for both of you to 
meet with another couple. About 6 months before your wedding, our 
sponsor couple will call you to arrange a first meeting with you. The 
goal of these meetings is to provide a more informal opportunity to 
discuss issues that may be of concern for you. The sponsor couples 
are asked to share their experience of faith and church participation 
with a focus on how it strengthens their marriage and family life. Some 
experience of and discussion about prayer should be a part of these 
sessions.  
 
The sponsor couple enjoys the freedom to structure your gatherings in 
ways that are respectful of the multiple schedules involved. 
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STEP 6  
For Couples who attend Mass regularly at St. Elizabeth 

 
1 MONTH BEFORE THE WEDDING 
BE RECOGNIZED BY THE PARISH COMMUNITY AT A PARISH 
MASS AT WHICH YOU WILL BE GIVEN A BLESSING. 

 
DATE: __________________________  TIME: __________ 
 
 
Schedule a time when you and the priest or deacon who will help you 
celebrate your marriage can be present for a weekend Mass. At the 
end of the Mass, you will be called forward to receive a blessing from 
the priest or deacon and be supported by the parish community in 
prayer as you enter the sacrament of marriage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Before the celebration of any sacrament, Catholics are encouraged to 
celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation. You should talk to the priest 
preparing you for the sacrament of marriage to set up some time for 
the sacrament of reconciliation.  There is also an opportunity for 
confession weekly on Saturday mornings beginning at 9:15am at St. 
Elizabeth Church. You may also call the parish office to schedule an 
appointment with one of the parish priests. 
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STEP 7 
1 MONTH BEFORE THE WEDDING 
HAVE YOUR WEDDING LITURGY APPROVED BY THE PRIEST 
OR DEACON 

 
Using the following form along with the “Together for Life” booklet and 
the parish’s music guidelines, make your final selections and contact 
the priest or deacon to arrange for his approval of your selections. 
 
 

Wedding Liturgy Outline 
 
Prelude (s)  ___________________________ composer:______ 
 
   ___________________________ composer:______ 
 
   ___________________________ composer:______ 
 
 
Seating of Parents     ____ Yes      ____ No    How many?____ 
 
   ___________________________ composer:______ 
 
 
Entrance Procession:  
 
   ___________________________ composer:______ 
 
 

 Bridesmaids, Flower Girl(s), Ring Bearer, Bride and Father 
process down the center aisle meeting the Ushers and Groom 
at the altar. 

 

 Ushers and Bridesmaids, Flower Girl(s) and Ringbearer, Bride 
and Groom process down the center aisle. 

 

 Ushers and Bridesmaids, Flower Girl(s) and Ringbearer, Bride 
and Groom with their parents process down the center aisle. 
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Gathering Hymn: (optional) 
 
   ___________________________ composer:______ 
 
Greeting & Penitential Rite 
 
Gloria  _________________________________________ 
 
Collect/Opening Prayer:    A - __ 
 
 

Liturgy of the Word  
 
Old Testament Reading   B - __ _____________ 
 
   Read by: _________________________________ 
 
 
Psalm Response    C - ___ _____________ 
 
   Sung by: _________________________________ 
 
 
New Testament Reading   D - __ _____________ 
 
   Read by: _________________________________ 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation (Sung) ___________________________ 
 
 
Gospel      F - ___ _____________ 
 
   Read by priest or deacon: ____________________ 
 
Homily 
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Rite of Marriage 
 
Exchange of Vows    H - ___ 
 

  Recite after priest or deacon   Memorize 

 

  Questions      Read 

 
 
 
 
Exchange of Rings 
 
 Blessing     I - ____ 
 
 
Acclamation  (Applause)  
or an appropriate sung acclamation may be used. 
 
   ___________________________ composer:______ 
 

Universal Prayer / Intercessions  J - ____  or      composed  

 
   Read by : _________________________________ 
 
 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 
Presentation of the Gifts:   
 
   ___________________________ composer:______ 
 
  Gifts brought forth by : (2-4 people) 
                                                        ___________________________ 
 
      ___________________________ 
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Eucharistic Acclamations 
 
   ___________________________ composer:______ 
 
 
Nuptial Blessing    M - ____ 
 
The Sign of Peace To parents____  To Bridal Party____ 
 

___________________________ composer:______ 
 
 

Communion:       under both forms (bread & wine) 

 
   ___________________________ composer:______ 
 
    Extraordinary Minister(s) of Holy Communion: 
 
    ___________________________________ 
 
 
Prayer after Communion:   N - ____ 
 
 
Prayer before the Blessed Mother (optional) 
 
   ___________________________ composer:______ 
 
 
Final Blessing     O - ____ 
 
 
Recessional: ___________________________ composer:______ 
 
 
Postlude  ___________________________ composer:______ 
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STEP 8 THE EVENING BEFORE OR ANYTIME IN THE WEEK 
PRECEEDING YOUR WEDDING 
THE REHEARSAL 

 
You should have scheduled a rehearsal with the priest/deacon at the 
time you scheduled the wedding. A rehearsal should be 45 minutes to 
an hour long and it is led by the priest or deacon. It is important that 
you and all involved parties are on time for the rehearsal because there 
may be other rehearsals or events scheduled in the church. All 
components of the celebration should be decided and discussed with 
the priest or deacon before the rehearsal. You should know who is 
serving in what capacity as well as know who is paired up in your 
wedding party. You are welcome to store and possibly set up any items 
that it would be helpful to bring to the church when you come for the 
rehearsal (registry, booklets, etc.) 
 
Readers should have a copy of their reading beforehand to practice, 
however there will be a text in place for them to use the day of the 
wedding. 
 
Bring your marriage license to the rehearsal and give it to the priest 
or deacon. 
 
As always, the church is a sacred place and those who enter should 
be aware of proper conduct. If members of your wedding party are not 
familiar with the Catholic Church, take some time to explain the 
importance of reverence and the presence of the Blessed Sacrament 
in the center of the church sanctuary. 
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STEP 9 
 THE CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

 
We are accustomed to starting all of our liturgies on time. Please be 
respectful of this practice, be respectful to your guests, and begin on 
time!  Traditionally upon arrival, the groom and best man should go to 
the sacristy, while the bride and her attendants will need to be ready to 
begin when they arrive. However, some couples may like to greet their 
guests together at the entrance of the church. As a general 
recommendation, the groom and ushers should be here at least 45 
minutes prior and the bride and bridesmaids at least 15 minutes prior. 
  
Note that there are not proper facilities for wedding party members, as 
well as the bride and groom, to dress at the Church. There is a Bridal 
Room in the back of the Church available for the bride and her 
attendants just before the liturgy. 
 
No food or drinks, especially alcohol, should be shared or brought into 
the front of the church, the vestibule of the church itself. Normal 
behavior for church should be practiced. If you wouldn’t do it on Sunday 
morning don’t do it on your wedding day. A bride or groom under the 
influence of alcohol makes for an invalid marriage. If such is evident, 
the wedding will not happen. 
 
 
 
 

A Note about Invitations to Priests/Deacons 
 
In most cases you can expect that the priest or deacon who is 
preparing you will hold the rehearsal and celebrate the wedding Mass 
or ceremony. It should not be assumed that he is free to join you at 
rehearsal dinners or receptions. If you would like to invite him, please 
send an invitation as you would your other guests or make the invitation 
in person at one of your meetings beforehand. There is no expectation 
on the part of the priest or deacon. Often times, it is presumed that he 
is coming however no information was ever communicated. 
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APPENDIX 
 

FLOWERS & DECORATIONS 
 
Flowers certainly add beauty and color, as well as add to 
the joy of the day. We would suggest two large 
arrangements to be placed in front of the altar. Some choose to add candle rings 
for the two altar candles. Flowers in the gathering area add a special welcome to 
your guests. Additionally, some choose to give roses to parents and grandparents 
at the sign of peace and to place a bouquet at the Blessed Mother statue at the 
appropriate time. Any placement of flowers in the sanctuary should not obstruct 
the movement of the wedding party. We appreciate any flowers that you are able 
to leave in the church after the celebration; however, we also understand if it is 
financially practical to take them with you for use at the reception. 
 
Decorating the ends of pews with bows or flowers is fine. We would ask that your 
florists be respectful of the wood and its finish when attaching anything to them.  
 
The Church’s floor is terrazzo and therefore an aisle runner is not recommended 
due to the risks it poses. If your celebration includes a Communion procession, the 
movement of the entire assembly increases the risks. However, should you choose 
to use one, our aisle is 120 feet long. 
 
Candles in the aisles create obstacles for photographers and videographers. If you 
choose to use them, however, make sure your florist will be able to put them in 
place and remove them with the possible time constraints (another wedding or 
evening Mass following your wedding). You will also have to designate someone 
to light them before the celebration. Candelabras may not be used.  
 
No rice, birdseed, confetti, or flower petals is to be thrown in the church or outside. 
All add serious safety concerns for you and your quests. Some couples choose to 
use bubbles. Bubbles are acceptable as long as they are not used inside the 
church. The traditions above developed before photography and in a different 
social environment. Today the bride and groom are the first ones out of the church 
and not the last, unless you expect guests to stay around until after your pictures. 
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RECEIVING LINES 
Taking time to meet your guests after the celebration of your marriage has been a 
tradition. Space to do so is limited.  
 
However, as society has changed and parish churches are no longer in villages, 
towns, or neighborhoods where people easily gather, there will probably not be 
many, if anyone, to greet at the church who will not be accompanying your family 
to the reception. Many couples have chosen not to do a receiving line at the church 
knowing that they will be taking time to do so at the reception. 
 

 
BOOKLETS/PROGRAMS 
A booklet or liturgical aid is not necessary for the celebration; however, many 
choose to provide one for their guests. They are especially helpful for guests who 
may not be familiar with the liturgy of the Catholic Church. Booklets also serve as 
a nice remembrance of the event. 
 
Your invitation supplier can provide a booklet for you; however, many create them 
on their own computers. The parish office or the priest or deacon you are working 
with can help you with the outline and provide samples in paper or digital files. 
 

 
 
PRAYER BEFORE THE BLESSED MOTHER 
 
Taking time to pray before an image of the Blessed Mother is a long-
standing tradition at Catholic weddings. It is a tradition and not in the 
Rite of Marriage, thus not required. Individuals who choose to do so 
should understand its purpose. As with all traditions, they continue to 
be shaped. There are many ways to observe this time of prayer 
separately or together at the conclusion of the celebration. Discuss 
these options with the priest or deacon presiding at your wedding. 
 

 
UNITY CANDLE 
 
The use of a unity candle is not part of the Catholic Rite of Marriage. For this 
reason, there is no place for its use. The same goes for other similar symbolic 
rituals that attempt to compete with the rite of Marriage. 
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LIMOUSINES AND OTHER TRANSPORTATION 
 
Special vehicles can highlight the importance of your wedding. Vehicles are not 
permitted on the flagstone. The bridal party should arrive at the church at least 15 
minutes before the scheduled time of the wedding. They should exit the vehicle 
upon arrival and go to the Bridal Room or vestibule. Ushers and groomsmen 
should be at the church and ready at least 45 minutes before the scheduled time 
of the wedding. 
 
Please be sensitive to your guests to whom you have given a specific starting time. 
Make every effort possible to be on time. 
 
Out of respect for the space, NO alcoholic beverages are to be consumed in the 
church or outside near it. No drinks or refreshments, with the exception of a needed 
glass of water, may be consumed in the church before, during or after the 
celebration.  
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FEES 
 
o The church offering is  

 
$250  for registered and active parishioners of St. Elizabeth.                    

(Groom, Bride and/or Parents)  
Must be registered and active  
for at least a year prior to inquiry. 
Talk to Parish Priest celebrant if there is a question. 

 
$500  for alumni of our schools not currently parishioners  
           at St. Elizabeth. 
 
$1,000  for those who belong to another Catholic Church. 
  
 
Please send this check to the parish office in the envelope 
provided in your packet entitled: “Wedding Scheduled”. This will 
help us to know your commitment to the date. Checks should be 
made out to “St. Elizabeth Church”. If you have difficulty with this 
fee, please discuss it with the priest or deacon and arrangements 
can be made. 

  
o There is no required fee for the priest or deacon, however if you 

would like to offer a gift or if you have a visiting priest or deacon 
presiding for your wedding, you may want to thank him with a 
monetary gift. 

 
 
o Organist, Cantor, Musicians:  

to be determined after meeting with the organist 
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PHOTOGRAPHERS at St. Elizabeth Church, Wilmington 
 
Your photographer is certainly welcome to help you 
remember your wedding day. It will be your responsibility to 
communicate the following information to them. 
 
Please make your photographer aware that there may be a 
time limit for picture taking because of other weddings or celebrations 
before or after your own. Discuss the church’s schedule for the day with 
the priest or deacon. An average photo session after a wedding takes 
20 to 30 minutes. On Saturdays we always have confessions at 4:00pm 
and Mass at 5:00pm. 
 
Picture taking during the wedding should respect the integrity and 
solemnity of the moment. Photographers are not to come into the 
sanctuary, that is, past the Communion rail. Processions should not be 
impeded or stopped. This includes the entrance procession, 
Communion procession and the recessional. There is a choir loft in the 
church. Taking pictures or video from there should respect the space 
of the musicians. Reasonable flash is permitted; however, no screens. 
Photographers should be aware of the glare up the aisle if both front 
doors are open. 
 
Recognizing the beauty of the church, be aware that it is not a studio 
but a living witness of people’s faith in God. Pictures taken in church 
should respect the dignity and sacredness of the space. 
 
Church furnishings, especially those in the sanctuary are not to be 
moved or arranged by anyone other than the priest or deacon. Please 
discuss any needs with him beforehand. 
 
Make a copy of this for your photographer. Most will introduce 
themselves to the priest or deacon beforehand. 
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MARRIAGE LICENSE 
 
Both of you will need to take the time to visit the New Castle County 
Clerk of the Peace to obtain a marriage license.  
 

• The license is good for 30 days after the date of issue.  

• The marriage can not be celebrated until 24 hours after the 
license is issued. 

• You will need a form of identification for each party and a 
$70.00 license fee ($120 if both parties are non-Delaware 
residents) 

• The license will be issued on the spot as long as you have the 
required identification and fee. 

• Blood tests are no longer required in the State of Delaware. 
 
For more information… 
 
Hon. Kenneth W. Boulden, Jr. Hours Monday through Friday 
Clerk of the Peace    9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Marriage Bureau     (closed 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.) 
Louis L. Redding City/County Bldg. 
800 North French Street  www.nccde.org/ 
2nd Floor      >Resident Resources 
Wilmington, DE 19801    >Marriage Licenses 

302-395-7780 
 
You should bring the license to the rehearsal and give it to the priest or deacon. 
Following your wedding the priest or deacon will sign it as well as your best man 
and maid or matron of honor and you will be given your copy. The priest or deacon 
will see that the other copies are returned to the Clerk of the Court as well as on 
file here at the parish. If the bride is traveling by air under the groom’s last name, 
your copy of the license may be helpful to take with you if you have no form of 
identification with that name. 
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DIRECTIONS TO THE CHURCH 
 
The church’s office address would be confusing to give to guests for 
GPS use. The church building itself is on the corner of Clayton and 
Cedar Streets in Wilmington, 19805. The school building across the 
street does have the address of 1500 Cedar Street and will appear on 
most digital maps. 
 
 
From I-95 South 
North on 95 into Wilmington. 
Quickly after Blue Rocks Stadium on the right, 
exit right onto first Wilmington exit. 
At the bottom of the ramp, turn left onto Maryland Avenue. 
Proceed up hill and turn right onto Banning St.  

(Green “St Elizabeth High School” sign.) 
After passing back of school building, turn right onto Clayton. 
Church is on next block. 
 
From I-95 North 
South on I-95. 
Quickly after passing exit for Route 202  
and crossing the Brandywine River Bridge, 
Exit right onto ramp for 52 North. 
At end of ramp/street, turn right onto 52/Pennsylvania Avenue. 
Continue straight until you pass car dealerships. 
Turn left onto Union Street. 
Proceed on Union. 
Turn left onto Maple. 
Two blocks, right onto Scott. 
Three blocks, left onto Oak. 
At the end of the park, turn right onto Clayton.



 28 

LAYOUT OF THE CHURCH 
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In this booklet, we have attempted to assist you with some of the 
arrangements for your wedding day. If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact the priest or deacon who will be presiding at your 
wedding or our parish office at 302-652-3626. 
 
It is our hope that your wedding day will be one you will cherish and 
remember as you grow in your love for each other and Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Checklist – to bring to Church for rehearsal 

 

 

   Marriage License 

   Programs, if providing 

   Anything to setup – memorials, etc. 

   Bubbles, favors, fans 

   Pew bows or markers if desired and not supplied by your florist  

   Checks for the church and musicians if not given earlier 

   A small gift for the Altar Servers whom the church will schedule     

     ($15-$20) 

   Schedule a time to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 


